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Henry E. Steinway

Henry E. Steinway. This studio photo was taken by
the noted civil war photographer, Mathew Brady.

Born Heinrich Engelhard Steinweg
February 15, 1797
Wolfshagen im Harz, Duchy of
Brunswick (now Langelsheim, Lower
Saxony, Germany)

Died February 7, 1871 (aged 73)
New York, New York, USA

Occupation Piano manufacturer

Known for Founding the piano company Steinway
& Sons

Henry E. Steinway
From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
  (Redirected from Heinrich Engelhard Steinweg)

Henry E. Steinway (February 15, 1797 – February 7, 1871)
made pianos in Germany and the United States.[1] He was the
founder of the piano company Steinway & Sons.[2]

Life and career
Steinway was born Heinrich Engelhard Steinweg in
Wolfshagen im Harz, Duchy of Brunswick in the Holy
Roman Empire of the German Nation (modern
Germany).[2][3] His childhood was marked by many tragedies
and twists of fate.[4] He attended the common schools of his
home town. At the age of 15, he was an orphan and thrown
upon his own resources.[2] In 1814 he joined the Schwarze
Schar, the volunteer corps of Frederick William, Duke of
Brunswick-Wolfenbüttel in the war against Napoleon's
occupation of parts of Germany but remained in the garrison
throughout the Napoleonic War campaign of the Hundred
Days in 1815.[3] He left service on 23 June 1822 and began to
work as a carpenter, and later he became an apprentice to an
organ builder in the town of Goslar. He soon discovered his
love for music and became an organ player in the church.[4]

He started building instruments, though hidden in the kitchen
of his house because of the strong rules of the guild. In
Braunschweig, he started by building guitars and zithers, and
then graduated to pianos, of small proportions initially and
gradually increasing in size.[4]

In 1835 he made the first square piano, which he presented to
his bride Juliane at their wedding. In 1836 he built his first
grand piano in his kitchen in the town of Seesen.[4] This
piano was later named the "kitchen piano", and is now on
display at the New York Metropolitan Museum of Art with a
Steinweg 1836 square piano.[5]

Because of the unstable political climate following the
revolutions of 1848 in the German states, Steinweg decided
to leave the country. He emigrated from Braunschweig to New York City in 1850 with five of his sons,[6] but
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before leaving he gave the company to his son, Christian Friedrich Theodor Steinweg. Later in New York, he
anglicized his name to Henry E. Steinway upon advice from friends, who concluded that the German surname
Steinweg would be disadvantageous for doing business. Steinway and his sons worked for other piano
companies until they could establish their own production under the name of Steinway & Sons in 1853.[4]

The overstrung scale in a square piano earned the Steinway Piano first prize at the New York Industrial Fair of
1855.[4] In 1862 they gained the first prize in London in competition with the most eminent makers in Europe;
and this victory was followed in 1867 by a similar success at the Universal exposition in Paris. According to
Franz Liszt, Anton Rubinstein, and other high authorities, the Steinways have done more to advance the
durability, action, and tone-quality of their instruments than any other makers of Europe or America.[2]

He and his wife, Juliane, had seven children: Albert Steinway, Charles H. Steinway, Christian Friedrich
Theodor Steinweg, Doretta Steinway, Henry Steinway, Jr., Wilhelmina Steinway and William Steinway.[7]

Steinway died in New York City, United States, on February 7, 1871.[2]
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External links
Official website of Steinway's factory in New York City (http://www.steinway.com)
Official website of Steinway's factory in Hamburg (http://www.steinway.de) (German)
The Steinway & Sons Collection in La Guardia and Wagner Archives
(http://www.laguardiawagnerarchive.lagcc.cuny.edu/steinwaycol)
(see also the section Steinway & Sons in the article La Guardia and Wagner Archives)
The Steinway family, company and village in Greater Astoria Historical Society
(http://www.astorialic.org/neighborhoods/stein_p.php)
(see also the article Greater Astoria Historical Society)
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