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John Broadwood (6 October 1732 – 17 July 1812) was the Scottish
founder of the piano manufacturer Broadwood and Sons.
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Life
Broadwood was born 6 October 1732 and christened 15 Oct 1732 at St
Helens, Cockburnspath in Berwickshire, and grew up in Oldhamstocks, East Lothian. He inherited his father
James Broadwood's (b1697 Oldhamstocks) profession, that of a wright or carpenter/joiner, and as a young man
walked from Oldhamstocks to London, a distance of almost 400 miles, where he worked for the harpsichord
maker Burkat Shudi. Burkat Shudi died in 1773, and John Broadwood took control of the company from his
brother-in-law in 1783.

Broadwood is credited, together with Robert Stodart, founder of another famous firm of piano makers, of
helping Americus Backers to perfect the English Grand Action, which remained in use by many makers
virtually unchanged for 70 years and, in Broadwoods' case over 100 years, and continued in use in various
improved forms until the early years of the 20th century. In time his sales of pianos exceeded those of
harpsichords, to the point that he ceased to manufacture harpsichords in 1793. He died in London. Broadwood's
other technical innovations in piano manufacture include: adding a separate bridge for the bass notes, patenting
the piano pedal in 1783 and expanding the then-standard five octave range upwards by half an octave, in
response to a request of Dussek, and then by half an octave downwards.

As a company, Broadwood and Sons prospered, and was passed into the hands of his sons, James Shudi
Broadwood and Thomas Broadwood.

Family
John married Shudi's daughter Barbara in 1769. They had four children, then Barbara died. He then married
Mary Kitson in 1781 and had a further six children. Many of his descendants were involved in pianoforte
manufacturing in England and some were involved in the British Army in India during the reign of Queen
Victoria. Others emigrated to Australia, where Broadwood descendants still live. The Broadwood family tree
can be traced back to circa 1580.
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An 1810 Broadwood grand, now in the Musical Instrument
Museum in Brussels

The British general Robert George Broadwood (1862–1917) was a grandson by his son Thomas (son by John's
second wife Mary Kitson) and Mary Athlea Matthews.
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External links
John Broadwood and Sons (http://www.uk-
piano.org/broadwood/), official website
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(http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sccwebsite/sccwspages.nsf/LookupWebPagesByTITLE_RTF/John+Broadw
ood+and+Sons+Piano+Manufacturers?opendocument) by Sally Jenkinson, Surrey County Council

Retrieved from "http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Broadwood&oldid=544198224"
Categories: 1732 births 1812 deaths 18th-century Scottish people 19th-century Scottish people
People from Berwickshire People from East Lothian British carpenters Harpsichord makers

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:John_Broadwood,_London,_1810_-_Musical_Instrument_Museum,_Brussels_-_IMG_3841.JPG
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:1732_births
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:1812_deaths
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:18th-century_Scottish_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:19th-century_Scottish_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:People_from_Berwickshire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:People_from_East_Lothian
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:British_carpenters
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Harpsichord_makers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Robert_George_Broadwood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Special:BookSources/0486228568
http://www.uk-piano.org/broadwood/
http://www.surreycc.gov.uk/sccwebsite/sccwspages.nsf/LookupWebPagesByTITLE_RTF/John+Broadwood+and+Sons+Piano+Manufacturers?opendocument
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Broadwood&oldid=544198224
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Help:Category


1/5/14, 1:37 PMJohn Broadwood - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

Page 3 of 3http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/John_Broadwood

Piano makers Scottish businesspeople Scottish inventors Scottish musical instrument makers

This page was last modified on 14 March 2013 at 21:29.
Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may
apply. By using this site, you agree to the Terms of Use and Privacy Policy. 
Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Piano_makers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Scottish_businesspeople
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Scottish_inventors
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Category:Scottish_musical_instrument_makers
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Text_of_Creative_Commons_Attribution-ShareAlike_3.0_Unported_License
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Terms_of_Use
http://wikimediafoundation.org/wiki/Privacy_policy
http://www.wikimediafoundation.org/

